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7.15 o'clock on the evening of the 21st. The doyen of ; diplomatic corps had sent suggestions that the ladies ar high neck and long sleeves, as the Sultan objected to 5 regulation European evening dress. The ladies ac-'dingly contrived to cover their necks and arms with ffons, laces, and long gloves. It proved unnecessary, wever, because the Empress and her ladies-in-waiting re the usual decollete.
[n the recollection of the oldest diplomats present, s banquet was the most brilliant in its appointments it had ever been given at the Palace. More than one adred persons were there, all the heads of missions and ! leading officials of the empire. The approach to the lace for quite a distance was illuminated and lined on :h sides of the way with rows of soldiers. At the Palace ;rance, where we were met by the court officials, we >sed between rows of magnificently uniformed Turkish 1 German officers, each wearing his full regalia of iierous decorations.
\.t the proper time we were ushered into the audience m, where the diplomats and their wives were arranged i circle, the ladies on one side and the gentlemen on the ^er. When the Emperor and Empress with the Sultan ,ered, every one made a court bow. The Sultan and ; Emperor then engaged in conversation through an erpreter in the center of the circle, while the Empress eted each lady individually. Each person, as was the torn, bowed before and after being spoken to. When ; Empress had greeted all the ladies and started with
gentlemen, the Emperor started with the ladies. AQien he came to Mrs. Straus, he made some mention laving seen her queen lately and that she was as beauti-
as ever. Mrs. Straus, by way of indicating that she 5 from the United States, said, "I suppose Your Maj- before,ent in settling matters Turkey.ibilities full of care and entangling obligations.
